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“ Please 
RESPECT
who I am ”
“It’s going to 
be a long 
road.”
- President    
Anderson
CRISIS IGNORED
“Refuses to 
communicate 
with the board.”“We don’t 
really trust him 
with anything.”
“We are 
still firm 
in our 
vote of no 
confidence.”
.
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BY BRIAN COOK
Staff Reporter
Vermont is on its way to be-
ing the next state to legalize 
recreational marijuana after 
Vermont’s senate voted to move 
forward with a bill on the sub-
ject.
Vermont Governor Peter 
Shumlin announced in his state 
of  the state address that he 
would call for the legislature to 
develop a bill which would regu-
late recreational marijuana in 
the state in 2016. Marijuana has 
been legalized for medical use in 
the state since 2005.
Sponsored by Democrat Sen-
ator Jeanette K. White and Re-
publican Senator Joe Benning, 
S. 241 would tax and regulate 
marijuana in Vermont. 
Senate Finance Chairman 
Senator Tim Ashe said in an 
interview with WPTZ that the 
marijuana tax rate in Vermont 
could range from anywhere be-
tween 20 and 37 percent.
“I think it’s really important 
to keep the tax low. As low as 
possible,” said Bill Lofy, spokes-
man for Vermont Cannabis Col-
laborative, in an interview with 
WPTZ. “The governors right 
about that, that we want to do 
everything we can to eliminate 
the underground market.”
Moulton and Lofy told 
WPTZ that there is potential for 
the University of  Vermont and 
other state colleges to develop 
new technology around mari-
juana testing and therapies that 
are not available currently.
“I do see some opportunities 
here in terms of  economic devel-
opment and job creation,” Com-
merce Secretary Pat Moulton 
said to WPTZ.
Vermont will be the fi rst state 
to have a referendum on recre-
ational marijuana law, meaning 
that the legislature proposed 
the law. Other states with recre-
ational marijuana laws have had 
citizens propose the law in the 
form of  initiatives, such as I-502 
in Washington.
If  S. 241 is passed, the state 
would have to establish a Can-
nabis Control Board within their 
Department of  Public Safety. 
Similar to the Washington State 
Liquor and Cannabis board, 
this board would be responsible 
for the administration and en-
forcement of  laws in licensed 
cannabis establishments. 
If  S. 241 passes, Vermont 
residents will be able to pur-
chase marijuana from a state 
licensed retailers, but the sale of  
edibles won’t be permitted and 
home growing marijuana would 
still be illegal.
Residents of  the state would 
be allowed to possess up to one 
ounce of  usable marijuana.
In the coming week, employ-
ers will be speaking to the state 
committee on the issues of  Ver-
mont rule restrictions on drug 
testing if  marijuana were to be-
come legal in the state.
“The bill does say there’s 
nothing to require your employ-
er to accommodate somebody 
using marijuana,” said Senator 
Richard Sears, judiciary com-
mittee chairman, when speaking 
with WPTZ.
GRACE LINDSLEY/OBSERVER
Vermont pushes for 
ganja  legalization
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BY LEXI POPICH
Staff Reporter
A new 0.2 percent sales tax 
is in the process of  approval to 
fund Central Transit and will be 
voted on in April. If  the ballot 
passes, many improvements will 
be made to Central Transit. 
According to the Proposition 
One fact sheet, Central Transit 
is currently funded by the City 
of  Ellensburg, a $3 quarterly fee 
paid by each student at Central 
and grants from Washington 
State Department of  Transpor-
tation (WSDOT). 
Bruce Tabb a city council 
member that sits on the Public 
Transit Advisory Committee and 
supporter of  the proposition, 
said the tax proposal is “a local 
issue that has direct impact on 
students.”
Ryan Anderson,  Associated 
S t u d e n t s 
of  Central 
Washington 
U n i ve r s i t y 
( A S C W U ) 
student gov-
e r n m e n t 
p r e s i d e n t , 
sits on the 
Public Tran-
sit Advisory 
Committee. 
He is on the 
c o m m i t t e e 
because stu-
dents have 
been paying $3 per quarter to 
fund Central Transit since 2000, 
which adds up to about $75,000 
per year. Anderson is in favor of  
the imposition of  the sales tax.
Anderson explains that the 
passing of  the ballot would “put 
authority under the city” for the 
funding of  the public transporta-
tion. 
Anderson said that many stu-
dents who do not have cars use 
Central Transit to get to class 
and to fulfi ll needs such as going 
grocery shopping, which means 
Central Transit is important for 
students.
 “It would be hard for people 
to take care of  themselves with-
out transportation like Central 
Transit,” Caitlin Sloane, senior 
nutrition and dietetics major, 
said.
Although Sloane has never 
used Central Transit, she recog-
nizes its importance for the city 
of  Ellensburg as a whole. 
“I think it’s necessary and 
b e n e f i c i a l 
for a fully 
functioning 
community,” 
Sloane said.
This new 
sales tax 
could secure 
a viable fu-
ture for Cen-
tral Transit 
future. 
“If  the 
ballot passes, 
then we be-
gin collecting 
revenues in October of  2016 and 
[changes] would be implement-
ed in July of  2017,” Tabb said. 
“What we have assumed is that 
the $75,000 that students have 
contributed would be their gen-
eral fare.”
Several improvements may be 
possible for Central Transit if  the 
proposed sales tax passes. 
According to the Proposition 
One fact sheet, potential im-
provements include expanding 
transit service in Ellensburg, es-
tablishing a fare for public tran-
sit, ending reliance on WSDOT 
funding and funding for a new 
paratransit program, also known 
as Dial-a-Ride service.
The new revenue accrued 
from the sales tax could increase 
the routes of  Central Transit. 
The bus currently only makes 
stops at Safeway, Central SURC, 
Brooklane, Crestview, Central 
Library, Fred Meyer and Super 
1. 
Anderson explains that the 
additional funding could allow 
Central Transit to add a route to 
West Ellensburg, which is where 
a lot of  students catch the Grey-
hound Bus. 
“It is clear that the general 
public supports a user fare so that 
those who use the system have a 
stake in the system,” Tabb said. 
“We envision moving toward a 
fare system for ridership. So the 
student fee would turn into their 
fare for Central Transit, they just 
need to show their student ID.”
The ballot will be sent by mail 
and will be due by April 26. 
Tabb encourages students to 
vote, saying it is “an opportunity 
for students to have a direct voice 
in the community in which they 
live, about an issue that directly 
aff ects them.” 
Central transit tax to be approved
If the 0.2 percent sales tax is approved, more improvements will be made to Central Transit in July of 
2017, there coule be more stops and a new route. 
TAYLOR SIMENTAL/OBSERVER
 It is clear that the gen-
eral public supports a use 
fare so that those who use 
the systems have a stake 
in the system. We envision 
moving forward toward a 
fare system...
“
“
-Bruce Tabb
Public Transit Advisory Committee
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$15-Adult (18-64) 
$12-Senior (65+) 
$12-Non-CWU Student 
$8-CWU Student w/ID 
March 3-5 and 10-12 @7:30PM
March 13th @ 2:00PM
McConnell Auditorium
Tickets available online at www.cwu.edu/theatre/tickets 
by phone at (509) 963-1429 in person at the CWU Wildcat Shop
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu Memorandum, The (Wilson. Trans.) is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
BY RAY PAYNE 
Staff Reporter 
Tomorrow 200 to 300 sup-
porters are expected to march 
in support of  presidential candi-
date Bernie Sanders.
The march will begin near 
Central’s campus and head into 
town.
According to the march’s 
event page, anyone is welcome 
to join and those interested in 
marching should meet in the 
parking lot of  Nicholson Pavil-
ion, where it is scheduled to start 
at 12 p.m.
The march was originally 
scheduled for March 4, but was 
rescheduled to the following Fri-
day. 
The march will head south 
down Walnut Street, west on 
University Way and on toward 
Main Street. The march will end 
outside of  Super One Foods and 
is expected to last from 45 min-
utes to an hour. 
The intended purpose of  the 
march is to draw attention and 
support to Bernie Sanders. The 
march will also be emphasizing 
Sanders’ opposition to the cur-
rent campaign finance system 
and the necessity of  attending 
caucuses. 
“There is no better time to 
organize Bernie volunteers in 
Ellensburg and generate excite-
ment for this grassroots move-
ment,” said Chris Davis, senior 
history major and student vol-
unteer who heads Sanders local 
campaign. 
The event is officially recog-
nized by the campaign. Staffers 
from Yakima and Seattle have 
been assisting the organization 
by providing funds and official 
Bernie Sanders merchandise. 
The event is being organized 
by an independent student vol-
unteer for the Sanders campaign. 
Although Sanders is a run-
ning as a Democrat, the Central 
College Democrats are not going 
to hold any events for him spe-
cifically, unless he is chosen as the 
party nominee. 
In order to have a direct im-
pact on the Democratic party 
nomination, students will have to 
vote in the caucus held on March 
26. 
Delegates for the Democratic 
party are awarded proportionally 
through the votes in the caucus. 
In order to receive any delegates, 
a candidate needs to get at least 
15 percent of  the vote.  
“It is imperative that every 
Bernie supporter, shows up to 
caucus on the 26 in order to pro-
pel Bernie Sanders onto the gen-
eral election,” Davis said. 
The Ellenburg March for Bernie will be held on March 11, students and community members alike can 
come to support Bernie Sanders. 
COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Ellensburg 
March for 
Bernie will be 
held tomorrow
March. 8 
Results
 Trump:
 Michigan 
 Mississippi 
 Cruz: 
 Idaho
 Sanders: 
 Michigan 
 Clinton: 
 Alabama
Bernie supporters come together
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Call for Artwork!
Queer art show
Submission Deadline: May 9
save
the
date!
An exhibition of artwork by queer artists
and allies in support of CWU Pride Week,
May 30 - June 4, 2016. Submissions are 
open to CWU and Ellensburg communities. 
Start making art! 
And watch for more info to come!
“One Proud world”
  
 
 
Sponsored by EQUAL and Center for Diversity & Social Justice.
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu
Opening reception, First Friday Artwalk, June 3 @ 420 Gallery
www.cwu.edu/equal/prideweek
Chris Davis, middle, holds up Bernie sign outside the SURC urging 
students to go out and vote in this upcoming election.  
COURTESY OF SHANAI BEMIS
See ʻBernieʼ pg. 6
CWU student is 
in charge of 
Ellensburg for 
Bernie
BY SHANAI BEMIS
Contributing Writer
It’s just about lunchtime and 
students are starting to fl ock 
to the SURC. As they pass by, 
they see student Chris Davis, tall 
with brown 
hair, a fl an-
nel shirt and 
a tan jacket, 
along with 
several other 
campaigners 
outside the 
doors hold-
ing pro-Ber-
nie Sanders 
signs.
Tyler, a 
Trump sup-
porter tells 
Davis, “I just 
don’t like anyone else.” 
Davis replies, “Bernie Sand-
ers is about bringing people to-
gether.”
Tyler leaves several minutes 
later with a fl ier in his hand and 
thoughtful look on his face. 
“We’re not anti-anyone [to-
day],” Davis says quietly to his 
fellow campaigners. “We’re pro-
Bernie.”
Davis, a senior history major, 
is the lead organizer for the Ber-
nie Sanders campaign in Ellens-
burg. Several weeks ago, he took 
over as the administrator for the 
Eburg for Bernie Facebook page. 
“For much of  my life I didn’t 
pay attention to politics,” he said. 
“It wasn’t until I got to college 
that I understood just how many 
people are 
struggling in 
our nation.”
It was 
when Davis 
saw Sanders 
announced 
his presiden-
tial campaign 
on YouTube 
that Davis 
began to 
have interest 
in actively 
campaigning 
for Sanders. 
“He immediately struck me 
as an unusual politician,” Davis 
said. “It was like he was speak-
ing directly to the frustrations of  
millions of  Americans who just 
cannot seem to get ahead. To the 
people who work long hours for 
lower wages just to support their 
families, the people that give up 
their right to vote because they 
are sure that nothing will change 
in their lifetime.”
Since that announcement, 
Sanders has secured himself  a 
spot as one of  two Democrats 
vying for the Democratic nomi-
nation. 
So far, Sanders has man-
aged to hold his own in several 
of  the Democratic primaries 
and caucuses, beating out Hill-
ary Clinton in New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Maine, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas and 
Oklahoma. Additionally, Sand-
ers won Michigan Tuesday in a 
huge upset. 
However, Clinton has won in 
12 states as compared to Sand-
ers’ eight, and has won 1,221 
delegates overall, compared to 
Sanders’ 571 delegates. 
Despite these losses, Davis 
believes that Sanders is the only 
Democratic candidate who can 
win an election against the Re-
publican Party and has dedicated 
a large amount of  his time and 
energy in an eff ort to convince 
others of  the same idea. 
In an average week, Davis 
spends anywhere from 25 to 30 
hours campaigning. The rest 
of  his time is divided between 
homework, class, reading history 
and keeping up to date with vari-
ous news outlets. 
A part of  his motivation to 
 When I talk to a 
Hillary supporter  or a 
Republican, I am more 
interested in undestand-
ing their viewpoints than 
changing their mind.
“ “
-Chris Davis
Bernie Sanders Supporter
 e man behind the March
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Do you smell that? 
Smells like weed. A call-
er reported an odor of  
marijuana at 9:24 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 16 on Alder 
Street.
A stampede of  hypotheti-
cal elephants were mak-
ing a goshdarn ruckus in 
an upstairs apartment on Jan. 
6 at 4:20 a.m.
Hurt feelings prompted 
a call from a woman near 
Alder Street on 9:29 a.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 21. She’s still 
seeking answers as to “why 
they did that.” 
A pitbull was reported to 
be “at large” near Hoff -
manville Avenue in Roslyn at 
11 a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 21. 
There has been no further re-
port on what crime the dog is 
wanted for. 
A showdown between 
a dark grey semi and a 
maroon semi took place 
behind a local business 
in Ellensburg at 3:20 p.m. on 
Monday, Jan. 25. The winner 
has yet to be announced. 
After realizing it was a 
Monday, a male was re-
ported as refusing to 
quit shouting profan-
ity throughout a building on 
Dean Nicholson Boulevard 
at 6:12 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 
25. 
Unaware that smoking 
marijuana is now legal in 
Washington State, a con-
cerned neighbor report-
ed smelling the odor near 
Alder Street at 12:56 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 26. 
An elderly caller was 
reportedly looking for 
“Cathy” on Wednesday, 
Jan. 27 at 2:37 p.m. She’s still 
waiting for Cathy to call back.
A man built a fort in his 
trailer and was reported 
for suspicious activity at 
3:22 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 
28 by a neighbor who was 
likely disturbed by the overly 
animated shadow puppets.
After several failed at-
tempts, seven cows es-
caped at 4:09 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 28, from 
Stevens Road in Ellensburg. 
How they pulled off  their es-
cape is still a mystery. 
A woman reported that 
her vehicle was stuck in 
a car wash on Main Street, 
and she was locked outside 
on Saturday, Jan. 30, at 5:23 
p.m. The vehicle prefers to 
be washed by the rain and 
was supposedly protesting the 
waste of  water. 
After not being invited, a 
woman on Tacoma Hill 
Avenue reported a “loud 
party” to the police, stat-
ing, “vehicles [are] parked ev-
erywhere.” She said that she 
would be waiting on her front 
porch until the police arrived, 
or until she got an invitation, 
whichever came fi rst, at 11:03 
p.m. on Saturday Jan. 30. 
Forgetting that she or-
dered takeout hours 
earlier, a woman on 
Middlecrest Drive in El-
lensburg reported that 
an unknown person was 
knocking on her door, on 
Sunday, Jan. 31, at 2:08 a.m. 
The delivery guy never re-
ceived his tip. 
A man who resides on 
Hudley Road in Cle Elum 
locked himself  out of  his 
home on Wednesday, Feb. 
3 at 7:25 p.m. He refused to 
accept the number for a lock-
smith and continued to wait 
outside in his “slippers and 
bathrobe” until the door re-
opened on its own or the po-
lice arrived.  
After escaping the con-
fi nes of  his yard, located 
near Grant Street in Cle 
Elum, one dog chan-
neled his inner bull and 
charged his neighbor at 
5:43 p.m. on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 9. No word from the dog 
yet on whether or not there 
will be a rematch between 
him and his matador. 
Someone was trying to 
imitate Dave Grohl in the 
odd hours of  the night on 
Feb. 22. A caller reported 
their neighbor playing drums 
consistently around 11:30 
p.m. every night. Just don’t 
touch his drum set.  
Jay-walking was taken 
to an extreme on Feb. 23 
at 12:49 a.m., when an 
individual stood in the 
middle of  the intersec-
tion between Main Street 
and University Way. It is 
unknown if  the suspect was 
male, female or an alien com-
ing to give us a message about 
world domination. 
A boat was reported as 
stranded in the Columbia 
River at 12:50 p.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 30. 
Continuing their legendary duel, a mail carrier and a small black lab mix had 
another encounter on Feb. 24 at 3:16 p.m. The victory fell to the mail car-
rier this round, who maced the dog after reportedly coming “across the road 
aggressively.” The dog quickly realized he was no match and ran back to his 
home.
Mail carrier: 1 Dog: 0
The best of Winter quarter
Kittitas County 9-1-1 calls BY OBSERVER STAFF
 Ellensburg Police arrested a 
49-year-old Ellensburg man on 
Monday, who is suspected to be 
involved in last Sunday’s drive-by 
shooting at Timothy Park hous-
ing complex north of  Central’s 
Student Village. 
Manuel Diaz-Magana was 
booked on the recommended 
charge of  drive-by shooting, ac-
cording to a news release. Ad-
ditionally, he was charged with 
altering an identifying mark on a 
fi rearm and booked without bail, 
the Daily Record reported. 
Last Sunday, Ellenburg police 
found several bullet holes in a 
home while investigating a report 
of  gunfi re at 702 E. Brighton 
Loop. No one was home during 
the shooting and no injuries were 
reported.
Early information indicated 
that the shooting was a random 
act according to a news release 
Sunday evening.
Police arrested Diaz-Magana 
at about 11 a.m. Monday while 
en route to serve a search war-
rant at his residence at 2900 
Canyon Rd. Offi  cers pulled over 
Diaz-Magana after he left the 
residence in the same vehicle 
identifi ed as the one involved in 
the shooting.
Detectives continued to the 
residence to search for further 
evidence and found two other 
men inside. One was arrested on 
a local warrant. 
Additionally, detectives found 
the handgun suspected to be the 
one used in the shooting and 
planned to search Diaz-Maga-
na’s vehicle Monday afternoon. 
“We would like to thank the 
numerous witnesses that came 
forward during this investiga-
tion,” said police in a news re-
lease. “With their cooperation 
and assistance, Detectives were 
able to piece together enough 
information for a search warrant 
and identifi cation of  the suspect.
Drive-by shooting in 
Timothy Park, north east of campus
Brief Central
elect Sanders can also be attrib-
uted to his little sister. 
“I want to be sure that she 
can attend the very best college 
without going into student debt. 
Currently my family is not in 
a situation to shell out tens of  
thousands of  dollars to put her 
through school,” Davis said. “I 
think that Bernie Sanders is the 
only candidate who has my sis-
ter’s best interest in mind.”
Most Saturdays, Davis can be 
found in and about the Ellens-
burg community, spreading the 
word about Sanders.
This particular morning start-
ed at 9 a.m. at the D&M Cof-
fee Shop. Davis sat with several 
other volunteers and discussed 
strategies for speaking with the 
public over coff ee and breakfast 
pastries. 
“[Republicans] want you not 
to care, they want you to not be 
engaged,” Jonathon Kesler, a vol-
unteer in a black jacket and dark 
aviator glasses, said between sips 
of  coff ee.
Their main goal for the morn-
ing was to spread the word about 
the March 26 caucus for the 
Democratic Party in Washington 
State.   
Several hours later, the group 
had passed out a handful of  fl i-
ers and spoken with nearly every 
group of  students that passed by. 
Despite those who were less 
than receptive to his words, Davis 
considers the day a success. 
“When I talk to a Hillary sup-
porter or a Republican, I am 
more interested in understanding 
their viewpoints than changing 
their minds. If  we start to engage 
in spirited debate, then I’ll pres-
ent some facts that I know and I 
hope they would do the same,” 
he said. “I fi nd it’s more impor-
tant to open up a dialogue with 
people than to compel them to 
see the world through my eyes.”
ʻBernieʼ pg. 5
Davis talks to students about presidential nominee Bernie Sanders, 
the Washington caucus is on March 25. 
COURTESY OF SHANAI BEMIS
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The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers on current issues. 
Please include your full name and university a  liation: year and major, degree and year 
graduated, or sta  position and department. To be printed in the following week’s issue, 
use the “Submit a Letter” link on cwuobserver.com by 5 p.m. Sunday. 
DEAR READERS:
Itʼs not a gender bender –
I just want to marry him
For being so “progressive,” the 
same generation—my genera-
tion—who are all frenzied in the 
#feelthebern trend and moving 
forward, they’re also more likely 
“than their elders to consider it 
‘unacceptable’ for a woman to 
do the asking,” according to The 
Daily News. 
There is actually a leap year 
tradition of  women being al-
lowed to propose to men on 
February 29 (or any day within 
a leap year) which dates back to 
fi fth century Ireland. You would 
think this not being a new con-
cept and all would make women 
proposing to men  more “accept-
able,” perhaps even make wom-
en proposing any day of  any year 
the new norm, but apparently 
only fi ve percent of  heterosexual 
couples reported that she asked 
him in 2014…fi ve percent. 
Yet according to an article 
from Bustle, “70 percent said 
they’d be psyched if  the woman 
did it….” (Insert confused Fu-
turama Fry meme here.)
What’s the deal?! It’s 2016! 
Oh, yeah…because it’s the 
masculine thing to do. Right? 
Women who propose are often 
depicted as being “desperate, 
aggressive and unattractive,” 
said The Daily News. I’ve also 
heard people describe women 
who would take that initiative 
of  “popping the question” as 
manly or as the dominant person 
in their relationship. But why? 
What is so terrible and emascu-
lating about a woman wanting 
to marry a man and making that 
leap?
This is supposed to be an era 
of  equality. Millennials helped 
pass laws to legalize gay mar-
riage in 2012 so that love reigns 
free and men can marry men and 
women can marry women, but a 
woman asking a man to marry 
her is too far? 
I actually did ask my boyfriend 
to marry me about a month ago. 
Not because it’s a leap year, that 
is just an interesting coincidence, 
but because he was just being 
so…him, and we had talked 
about getting married in the fu-
ture and all the great things that 
go with it to the point that in that 
moment I was just like “Why are 
we not engaged? I fucking love 
you.” (Lucky for me, my now 
fi ancé is of  that aforementioned 
70 percent).
 My fi ancé’s reaction was 
great. But, as much as I love my 
roommate, I hated the words she 
used in her reaction to my news. I 
know she didn’t mean it in a neg-
ative way, but I don’t want to be 
considered “the butch one in the 
relationship,” I just want to be in 
the relationship. We are just us.
Why do we have to delegate 
with terms like “the one who 
wears the pants?” It just harkens 
back to the idea that women 
aren’t as capable as men and 
the days of  the man being the 
“breadwinner.” 
We see these attempts at cat-
egorization all of  the time with 
both same-sex and heterosexual 
couples, people chatting casually 
about “I wonder who the man in 
that relationship is,” but why in 
a generation of  anti-status quo, 
non-conformist hipsters would 
we want to perpetuate that idea? 
As much as it does somewhat 
bug me, even to my own dismay, 
that people would try to gen-
der swap me in my relationship, 
I also realize I shouldn’t and I 
don’t care. 
I asked him if  he would marry 
me because I love him. And that’s 
all that should matter. 
Senator Murray on 
college a ordability 
The Observer has 
been my favorite, 
batshit crazy blur
BY GRACE LINDSLEY/COPY DESK CHIEF
As I approach graduation, I’ve 
been thinking a lot about time.
I’ve been on the Observer for 
one year and three months. I’ve 
edited 34 issues made up of  510 
articles. I’ve spent 102 nights in 
the newsroom, give or take.
This is my last issue, my last 
article, my last night.
As much as I’m excited to 
leave, I’m absolutely terrifi ed. 
College is a bubble and, as I wait 
for it to pop, I’m left thinking 
about what I’ve done with my 
time here.
There will always be regrets 
and what-ifs, but the Observer is 
not one of  them.
In all honesty, I had no inten-
tion of  sticking around so long—
I was going to get my practicum 
credits on copy desk and get the 
hell out of  the comm depart-
ment—but I fell in love.
I fell in love with late nights 
and long laughs and stressed out 
editors.
I love the Observer because 
there’s a camaraderie that comes 
with making something as a 
team, and there’s a rush in see-
ing the physical actualization of  
that work.
I wouldn’t trade this for any-
thing. (Well, most things.)
Some nights, I left the news-
room angry and tired and so 
very, very done. Some nights, 
I spent hours editing the same 
three articles that were just aw-
ful. Some nights, I just couldn’t 
make myself  care.
But most nights, I smiled. 
Most nights, I felt productive, 
fulfi lled and important. Most 
nights, I was so happy to be a 
part of  this team.
Most of  it just feels like a big 
blur—I wish that I had savored 
it just a little bit more—but my 
time with the Observer will stick 
with me forever.
I wish I could tell each indi-
vidual that I’ve worked with how 
much I respect and admire them.
All of  you inspire me. You in-
spire me to think more critically, 
question more persistently and 
laugh more freely.
You’re also all insane in new 
and wonderful ways. Never quit, 
you guys.
Jonathan, you’re good at this. 
Like really fucking good at this. 
You were always a great a jour-
nalist, but I got to see you be-
come a great leader.
You stepped up when we were 
all fed up, and I’ll always respect 
you for that. I don’t know if  we 
ever thanked you, so I’ll say it 
once for good measure—thank 
you.
I loved being a part of  the Ob-
server, and I’ll miss it. All of  it.
So, thanks and goodbye.
BY BRITTANY ALLEN/PHOTO EDITOR
BY PATTY MURRAY
Washington State Senator
I recently heard from a Cen-
tral Washington University stu-
dent named Justin. An immi-
grant from the Philippines, Justin 
had a vision to move to America 
and be the fi rst in his family to 
earn a degree. But in the 2008 
fi nancial crisis, Justin’s family lost 
everything, so he’s had to fi nd a 
way to pay for college. He now 
has $25,000 of  student debt just 
halfway to his degree.
The high costs of  college and 
student debt are holding too 
many students, like Justin, back.
Last month I asked students 
to tell me what they’re going 
through, because I consider it 
to be one of  my most important 
jobs as a U.S. Senator to make 
sure people in Washington state 
can make their voices heard in 
our nation’s capital. It’s one part 
of  my eff ort in Congress to com-
bat rising college costs and make 
sure students can graduate with-
out the crushing burden of  stu-
dent debt. 
Across the country the yearly 
costs of  tuition, room, and board 
at a public, four-year institution 
is fi ve and a half  times what it 
was in the early 1980s. Overall, 
nearly 42 million Americans hold 
more than $1.3 trillion in student 
loan debt. In fact, every second, 
student debt in our country 
grows by nearly $3,000.
That’s why I support legisla-
tion to help students attend com-
munity college, tuition free. I 
want to make sure more students 
can take advantage of  fi nancial 
aid, especially need-based aid 
that helps keep debt down, like 
Pell Grants. We should also let 
borrowers refi nance their stu-
dent debt to today’s lower rates. 
And to pay for these solutions, 
we should fi nally close some of  
the most egregious special inter-
est loopholes that right now, only 
benefi t the biggest corporations 
and the wealthiest few.
These solutions should be a 
national priority. When more 
students are able to further their 
education, it doesn’t just help 
them. A highly educated work-
force helps our economy grow 
from the middle out, not the top 
down. And it strengthens the 
workforce we’ll need to compete 
and lead the world in the 21st 
century economy.
For me, this isn’t just another 
issue. It’s personal. When I was 
young, my father was diagnosed 
with Multiple Sclerosis. Within 
a few short years, he could no 
longer work, and without warn-
ing, my family had fallen on hard 
times. Thankfully, my brothers 
and sisters and I went to college 
with help from what are now 
known as Pell Grants. And my 
mom was able to get the skills she 
needed to get a better paying job 
through a worker training pro-
gram at Lake Washington Voca-
tional School.
Even through those hard 
times, we never lost hope that 
with a good education, we would 
be able to fi nd our footing and 
earn our way to a stable middle 
class life. Today, we can’t turn 
our backs on the millions of  stu-
dents who need a path forward to 
aff ord college and pay back their 
student debt.
Over the next few months, I 
want to keep hearing from stu-
dents at Central Washington 
University (murray.senate.gov/
collegeaff ordability). And I’ll 
continue to work hard in the 
Senate to make sure higher edu-
cation and earning a ticket to the 
middle class is a reality for more 
students in Ellensburg and across 
Washington state.
Letter to the 
editor:
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BY JONATHAN GLOVER
Reporting contributed by McKenzie Lakey and 
Julia Moreno
After a private meeting with Interim 
Provost Stephen Hulbert and Executive 
Director of  Public Aff airs Linda Schactler 
on Monday, Feb. 22, the Associated Stu-
dents of  Central Washington University 
(ASCWU) Student Government mem-
bers have decided not to move ahead 
with the recall election of  President Ryan 
Anderson.
The board has reluctantly agreed to 
fi nish out the remainder of  the year with 
Anderson in offi  ce. On Monday, Feb. 29, 
Anderson read a prepared statement that 
said the board would be working together 
moving forward.
“We met with administration this 
morning to discuss the next best option 
and found that it is in the best interest for 
this institution and the students to move 
forward as a board in a positive direc-
tion,” Anderson read aloud.
During this week’s meeting, in front of  
a crowd of  about 10 students, the board 
made no mention of  any of  the quarrels 
between the ASCWU offi  cers and Presi-
dent Anderson. 
“Of  course, on things that we have to 
do together as a board, we’ll suck it up 
and make it work,” said Olivia Durham, 
vice president for Equity and Community 
Aff airs. “But we don’t really trust him 
with anything.”
The decision not to recall President 
Anderson came after months of  delibera-
tion between the board and Anderson, 
spanning back to Nov. 1, when a series of  
letters and correspondence shed light on 
growing tension.
The board said Anderson had agreed 
on Friday, Feb. 26 at 4:45 p.m., that he 
would resign on Monday during AS-
CWU’s public meeting.
Before leaving the meeting, Anderson 
said the only thing holding him back from 
resignation was a letter drafted by Saudi 
Student Association members, thanking 
him for his help earlier in the quarter.
“You could tell that behind that, it was 
an emotional thing for him,” Durham 
said. “My response to that was, I told him 
that I didn’t want him to feel as though 
he needed to have a position in order to 
make diff erences in people’s lives.”
The board said that they were told 
Anderson went straight to the provost im-
mediately after that meeting and told him 
that he felt as though the board cornered 
him and forced him into his resignation.
Anderson said that he only told the 
board he would resign because he “really 
wanted to the leave the room” and that 
he never “specifi ed which Monday” he 
would resign.
“I had publicly stated I would not 
resign for reasons put in the letter, so I 
wanted to stick with that because that was 
my decision,” he said. “I didn’t think it 
was up for debate.”
Anderson said he never went to the 
provost that day. Over the weekend, he 
said he received a call from Dean of  
Student Success Sarah Swager.
Anderson said Swager told him that 
she had talked to Hulbert about the meet-
ing and that Hulbert wanted to schedule 
a meeting with the board and Anderson.
Provost Hulbert said this is one of  the 
only times he’s ever gotten personally 
involved in a quarrel between student 
governments he’s overseen.
“This ‘he said she said’ is not produc-
tive,” Hulbert said. “There is an enor-
mous amount of  passion between these 
seven individuals, and this clouds any 
conversation.”
But others on the board disagreed with 
the administration’s involvement with the 
matter, especially since this was an issue 
involving only students.
“We thought this was a student issue, 
an issue that we could handle,” said Nina 
Caldwell, vice president for Legislative 
Aff airs. “We thought Friday ‘OK, we’re 
actually fi nally going to be able to handle 
this,’ and then Monday came and we’re 
back to where we were [last] Monday.”
ASCWU CALLS OFF RECALL ELECTION OF PRESIDENT ANDERSON
“They called us 
PUPPETS.”
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MCKENZIE LAKEY AND RYAN MOFFAT/OBSERVER
GRAPHIC BY GRACE LINDSLEY
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Once the meeting was over, some 
board members went back to their offi  ce 
in the SURC and hashed out what to do 
next.
“I [was] pretty busy until the public 
meeting, so coming up with a decision 
was like, ‘Oh my God, what are we going 
to tell the public now with all of  this pres-
sure bearing down on us from the top?’” 
said Hauke Harfst, vice president for 
Academic Aff airs. “We could say that we 
made an emotional decision.”
The board decided it would be best 
to not move ahead with a recall election, 
citing Hulbert’s reasoning of  it muddling 
with the general election and upcoming 
students moving into offi  ce next year.
After the public meeting, students on 
social media, such as Yik Yak, were criti-
cal of  the board for fl ip-fl opping from last 
week’s decision.
“I had students come up to me and 
say, ‘What happened? We did not expect 
this,’” said Rene Mahnke, vice president 
for Student Life and Facilities. “They 
called us puppets on Yik Yak. That was 
tough for me.”
Several other offi  cers echoed this senti-
ment, saying they agreed with students.
“I think they’re right honestly,” Dur-
ham said. “That’s exactly how I felt in 
this meeting leaving that. I felt defeated. 
That was unfortunate.”
Moving forward for the rest of  the 
year, the board said they continue to not 
have confi dence in Anderson’s abilities 
as president and will not be working with 
him unless it’s on projects that require 
cooperation.
“In terms of  the vote of  no confi -
dence, great, they’ve made their state-
ment – doesn’t mean we can’t come 
together as a team,” Anderson said. “I 
don’t let the vote of  no confi dence defi ne 
who I am as a leader.”
On Monday’s meeting, the board 
made no mention of  any disagreements 
and the meeting ran smoothly. But out 
of  the spotlight of  the public meetings, 
many board members still say they will 
not be working with Anderson unless it’s 
absolutely necessary. 
“We have no confi dence in his abilities 
still,” Durham said. “And it’s going to be 
a long road, I guess, to fi guring out how 
he can actually fulfi ll his duties.”
The Monday, Feb. 29 meeting was 
held at 7:30 a.m. in Barge Hall, where 
Schactler and Hulbert work. ASCWU 
offi  cers described the meeting as “uncom-
fortable” and fi lled with tension.
During the course of  the hour-long 
meeting, ASCWU offi  cers said it was 
mostly fi lled with Hulbert describing to 
the board how they’ve broken their own 
code of  ethics. They also said he raised 
his voice multiple times, and that some 
members couldn’t even get a word in.
“We had no idea going into this 
meeting what the tone or the purpose of  
the meeting was, or anything like that,” 
Durham said.
“We didn’t say much,” said Brittany 
Kinsella, vice president for Clubs and 
Organizations. “We probably said about 
fi ve sentences.”
“I didn’t,” Durham added. “I got 
interrupted every time.”
Hulbert was described by the board as 
“agitated.”
“There is an enormous of  amount of  
passion between these seven individuals, 
and this clouds any conversation,” Hul-
bert said. “We’re talking about interac-
tions among these people over a fi ve-six-
month period. And you can’t separate 
those things out
Durham said, at one point, Hulbert 
had an outburst, slamming his portfolio 
down on the table while saying, “This is 
my meeting. Meeting adjourned.”
“There wasn’t, in my recollection an 
enormous amount of  shouting,” Hulbert 
said. “I did raise my voice at one time 
when there was disagreement.”
President Anderson said he felt Provost 
Hulbert had gotten upset, but that listen-
ing was not happening on either side.
Durham said Hulbert had docu-
ments prepared, including some of  the 
correspondence between the board and 
Anderson. She said that he also had text 
messages that she had sent to Anderson 
privately.
Durham said the texts were about the 
Student Governance Summit held on 
Saturday, Feb. 27, which she took over 
after the vote of  no confi dence. She said 
the provost used those texts as an example 
of  her being rude.
“Not that he was going to take our 
side, that someone of  his authority would 
respect our side,” Durham said. “He 
doesn’t even know my name.”
When asked where he received those 
texts from, Hulbert said he had received 
them from a faculty member. When asked 
which faculty member, he said he could 
not remember. He also said they were 
sent to his personal email, and not his 
work email.
When asked to see them, Provost Hul-
bert said he couldn’t show them. He said 
it would be up to the faculty to release 
them. Durham was unsure which faculty 
member would have access to those texts, 
since she never sent them to anyone, not 
even ASCWU’s advisers, Associate Dean 
for Student Development Keith Cham-
pagne and Dean Swager.
As it turns out, Anderson had sent 
them to Christina Denison, assistant 
director of  the Douglas Honors College, 
and Anderson’s mentor.
“She said she should have those 
because it was a violation of  the student 
code of  conduct,” Anderson said. “She 
said she needed to report them.”
Other members on the board had is-
sues with the meeting as well.
“To be honest, I think the adminis-
tration had too much of  a hand in this 
situation,” said ASCWU Executive Vice 
President John DeHan. “It seems like 
every time we wanted to make a deci-
sion, they pulled the reigns back on us 
like, ‘Whoa whoa whoa, settle down. Let’s 
have an emergency meeting.’”
But some offi  cers saw the meeting as 
more than disagreement from both sides. 
“I think they tried to scare the shit out 
of  us,” Durham said. “If  they knew they 
could scare us, they would get that public 
meeting [on Monday, Feb. 26]. And they 
did. They were really pleased about that 
I’m sure.”
When told of  the board member 
complaints that Provost Hulbert and 
administration had been inappropriately 
involved, he repeatedly sidestepped the 
question. He insisted he believes in shared 
governance. 
“I’ve never thought of  telling an as-
sociated student group what they can do 
because I believe in shared governance,” 
he said.
Throughout the hour-long meeting, 
the board said it was never clear whether 
or not Anderson would still resign at 
5 p.m. later that day during the public 
meeting. 
PRIVATE MEETING
WHATʼS NEXT?
This photo, taken during the ASCWU public meeting on Monday, Feb. 22, shows the 
larger-than-normal crowd that showed up to protest or support the board’s decision to 
hold a vote of no confidence in President Ryan Anderson. Altogether, about 75 students 
showed up. At the tail end of the meeting, about 10 students chose to speak to the 
board. Some questioned the board’s decision, while others praised their officers.
PHOTO BY MCKENZIE LAKEY
This photo was taken two weeks later on Monday. March 7. This was one week after the 
board and President Anderson had publicly declared they would be working together 
moving forward. The board came to this decision after a private meeting with Interim 
Provost Stephen Hulbert and Executive Director of Public Affairs Linda Schactler on 
Monday, Feb. 22, where the board says they were pressured to reverse their decision.
PHOTO BY MCKENZIE LAKEY
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Relax from  nals with dogs
BY KAITYLN LANGDALE
Staff Reporter
Stressed about fi nals now that 
the quarter is ending? You are 
not alone, and the Brooks Li-
brary is here to help.
This quarter the Brooks Li-
brary will be hosting their third 
Paws and Relax event in Brooks 
Library room 152.
The event is for students that 
want a chance to relax and get 
some puppy play time in between 
the stress of  the end of  the quar-
ter. 
The Paws and Relax event 
will take place on the Sunday and 
Monday of  fi nals week.
Sign up sheets for visiting and 
playing with the dogs will be in 
the library. 
The library encourages peo-
ple to sign up as soon as possible 
since, last quarter, more than 500 
students signed up to participate 
in the event. 
“We are really happy we are 
able to do this for the students. It 
is a lot of  fun and we are excited 
to be able to do this again,” said 
Maureen Rust, student engage-
ment and community outreach 
librarian.
This event is a relatively new 
event on Central’s campus, but is 
not such a new idea around col-
lege campuses across the country. 
Events like Paws and Relax 
have been happening at oth-
er colleges around the Pacifi c 
Northwest for years.
Rust and Stacy Taylor, user 
experience librarian in ARC re-
search services, took inspiration 
from those events to create this 
experience at Central. 
After handling all the bureau-
cracy behind allowing dogs to be 
on campus, the two women had 
to fi nd dogs that would be eligible 
to participate in this event.  
“The idea was to use therapy 
dogs to help comfort students. 
The problem that we ran into 
though was that, here in Kittitas 
County, there are not that many 
dogs that are certifi ed,” Rust said. 
Despite this road block, they 
found an even better alternative 
for the community.
With the help of  Pet Partners, 
community members and stu-
dents have the chance to let their 
own pets participate in Paws and 
Relax.
 Pet Partners is a nonprofi t 
organization that trains both vol-
unteers and animals for animal-
assisted interactions—including 
therapy, activities and education. 
The course to have an animal 
certifi ed takes fi ve weeks or, as 
Rust put it, “fi ve Saturdays.”
After completing the course, 
animals are then certifi ed 
through Pet Partners, whose 
course is also recognized through 
the American Kennel Club.  
Dogs participating in the 
event have all been certifi ed 
through this course and are local 
dogs from the community in El-
lensburg.
“My dog really has the tem-
perament for this and all he 
wants is to be near the students,” 
Taylor, whose dog will be par-
ticipating in Paws and Relax, 
said. “After he was in this event, 
whenever we are walking by the 
school he is always trying to pull 
me towards the library. He just 
loves it. It’s like all he wants to do 
is comfort students.”
This event is sure to be the 
cutest thing to happen on cam-
pus this quarter, and the library 
staff  are not the only ones excited 
about it. 
Jonelle Lauer, junior public 
relations major, can’t wait to see 
the dogs at Paws and Relax.
“I’m just really happy about 
this because I really miss my dog 
back home and it will be nice 
to just get to see some puppies 
again,” she said.
Take a break from studying and stressing about finals by coming to the Brooks Library to play with dogs.
 PHOTOS BY MOLLY ALLEN
Paws and Relax
Where:Brooks
Library Room 152
When: Sunday, 
March 13 and 
Monday, March 14
Time: 7 p.m.
Library fi nalist for national award
BY ANA LAURA LOPES CONTI 
FERRERIA
Staff Reporter
The Institute of  Museum and 
Library Services Medal of  Hon-
or is one of  the most important 
awards for libraries and muse-
ums in the country.
For 22 years, the award has 
been given to institutions that 
serve the community in an ex-
traordinary and innovative way. 
“The 2016 National Medal fi -
nalists make lasting diff erences in 
their communities by serving and 
inspiring the public,” said Kath-
ryn Matthew, director of  the In-
stitute of  Museum and Library 
Services.
Central’s Brooks Library is 
one of  the 30 fi nalists for the 
award this year and one of  the 
only two school libraries of  the 
fi nalists. The 30 fi nalists include 
15 museums and 15 libraries.
According to Maureen Rust, 
Central student engagement and 
community outreach librarian, a 
total of  fi ve libraries and fi ve mu-
seums will be given the award of  
$5,000.
 If  the Brooks Library won, 
they would apply the award to 
updating and introducing new 
services in the library. 
No decision on what exactly 
they would do have been made 
yet, but the money would likely 
go to community programs.
According to Juliana Gold-
ing, elementary education and 
middle-level math teaching ma-
jor, the library helps students be-
cause it has all the resources that 
students need. 
“I think that the award shows 
how much Central has taken the 
students’ study as a priority,” 
Golding said.
The Brooks Library has 
had the support of  the Kittitas 
County Chamber of  Commerce. 
The chamber of  commerce has 
helped Central put on commu-
nity programs.
The library often works close-
ly with the community and is the 
current home to a popular local 
history collection.
The library has also helped 
other students like Braden Gov-
eia, Spanish and philosophy ma-
jor.
According to Goveia, the li-
brary helps students even when 
they need a book that the library 
doesn’t carry. 
Through Interlibrary Loan, 
Central will order books or mate-
rials students are looking for from 
other universities.
“They always get the books 
quickly. I get books from other 
universities all the time,” Goveia 
said.
According to Goveia, the li-
brary staff  is very friendly and 
helpful.
“They know my name and 
help me a lot,” Goveia said. “It is 
very personal here.”
If the Brooks Library wins the award, they will apply it to updating and introducing new services to the Library. 
TAYLOR SIMENTAL/OBSERVER
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Rising theatre star: Seth Hollen
BY BRITANY DECKER
Staff Reporter
Seth Hollen, a 23-year-old 
musical theatre major that works 
as a scene carpenter at Central, 
is starring in this year’s musical 
production of  Mary Poppins as 
Mr. Banks.
From the fi rst time Hollen 
stepped on stage as an 11-year-
old to the moment when he will 
glide across the stage as Mr. 
Banks in Central’s production of  
“Mary Poppins” premiering on 
May 6, Hollen has always loved 
the stage.
As a child, Hollen lived a 
block away from a large chil-
dren’s theatre company who held 
shows every summer that would 
run for six weeks. His mother, a 
piano teacher, made him audi-
tion knowing that his musical 
background would help him on 
the stage. 
“After a couple years of  doing 
that, I caught the theatre bug,” 
Hollen said. “There is something 
magical about it.”
Hollen had to sacrifi ce his 
passion for sports for the stage, 
which weighed very heavy on 
him. 
Tired of  rehearsals that 
seemed to last forever, Hollen 
said that his 13-year-old self  
would sit there and ponder all the 
sacrifi ces he had to make.
“And then the show came and 
there was something really re-
warding doing all that trial and 
all that error, and you do it for 
an audience and this is your pay-
ment,” Hollen said. 
“This is your reward for doing 
it. And over the years since then, 
it just grew into an actual deeper 
meaning for me. To the point 
where I actually chose this as my 
major.”
Defi ning himself  as a gym 
rat, Hollen said that he express-
es himself  through exercise, but 
music is Hollen’s forte and how 
he expresses vulnerability in front 
of  audiences. 
“I used to express myself  a lot 
by clocking hours in the gym...It 
is a lot of  fun, and it’s great going 
back home. But something that I 
have learned is that there is a lot 
of  strength in being vulnerable,” 
Hollen said. “People eat it up if  
you have the strength to be vul-
nerable in front of  an audience. 
Everyone secretly wants to see 
the strong guy break down and 
show what he is really feeling and 
it is really hard to do. Being able 
to work on that has been really 
rewarding and a very interesting 
journey.”
   A stage manager that worked 
with Hollen in several produc-
tions—including Les Miserables, 
two Red Curtain Reviews and 
the upcoming Mary Poppins—
had only positive comments on 
Hollen’s character.
“I would describe Seth as 
strong—physically and men-
tally—determined, intelligent, 
compassionate and true,” they 
said. 
According to Hollen, the mu-
sical follows the books published 
from 1934 to 1988 and was writ-
ten by P.L. Travers. 
Although the movie is what 
Hollen calls “lighthearted,” the 
musical is much “darker and has 
more depth.”
 With deep ties to the movie 
“Saving Mr. Banks,” the stage 
musical is considered to be a 
closer resemblance of  how Mr. 
Banks is being saved. 
Relating it to shows such as 
Les Miserables, which Hollen 
also performed in, he empha-
sized how “engulfi ng” the music 
is in this show.
“The music starts, and it just 
brings you in,” Hollen said. 
  With his love for theatre and 
his passion for being able to show 
character and emotion, Hollen is 
one of  the many gems of  the tal-
ented group of  Central Theatre 
students. Seth Hollen will play Mr. Banks in the spring musical Mary Poppins. 
TAYLOR SIMENTAL/OBSERVER
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Plus: SWIMMING POOL!  VOLLEYBALL!  BASKETBALL!
NOW ACCEPTING
Applications for Fall
1  and 2 Bedroom
Units Available
AMENITIES
CALL 509-925-7275
and visit
collegeparkapts.com
Air conditioning and Baseboard heating
Kitchen: Refrigerator, Oven, and Range
Ample Storage areas and Parking
On-site Laundry Facility
Water, Sewer and Garbage included
BY HOLLY CHESTER
Staff Reporter
This upcoming week is bound 
to be full of  stress with fi nals fast 
approaching. 
Campus Activities is giving 
students a chance to take a break 
from studying by hosting Glow-
Rage’s Paint University, other-
wise known as Paint U.
Paint U will feature electronic 
dance music, black lights and an 
abundant supply of  neon paint 
that will be sprayed into the 
crowd. 
Scott Drummond, director of  
campus activities, intends for this 
event to be a good way to shake 
off  winter quarter. 
“It’s the last full day of  winter 
quarter, right before fi nals week, 
and so we thought it would be 
a great way to just kind of  let it 
out. We’ll make it fun and loud 
and kinda messy, and let people 
just come and dance it out and 
get ready for fi nals week,” Drum-
mond said. “Winter is also a 
tough quarter. People feel almost 
kind of  compressed because of  
the weather. It’s grey out. It’s 
rainy and snowy and cold so 
you feel just kind of  heavy, so 
we wanted to do something that 
would be fun.”
The event is taking place in 
the SURC ballroom, which will 
be transformed into a venue that 
is suited for a paint party.
“For lack of  a better term, 
we’ll shrink-wrap the room,” 
Drummond said. 
While the ballroom will be 
protected from the paint, the 
team putting this together en-
courages the party-goers to come 
dressed in all white in order to 
get the full paint experience. The 
Activities Center made sure that 
the paint is safe for clothing and 
skin, meaning it shouldn’t stain.
“It’s an interesting paint. We 
actually tested it. We put it on 
our skin, we put it on clothing 
and checked it. It just kind of  
goes away...It’s very hypoaller-
genic,” Drummond said. “We 
just got a delivery of  several gal-
lons of  hot pink and hot yellow 
paints. They actually have paint 
guns like those guns you’d see at 
a water park.”
Alyssia Ready, senior event 
planning major, has been a part 
of  the process of  bringing Paint 
U to Central. 
“When they come in, they 
pretty much wrap everything 
fl oor to ceiling,” Ready said. 
“There will be about three people 
that are on stage shooting people 
with paint cannons and people in 
the crowd that are shooting peo-
ple with paint and there’s a DJ. 
It’s pretty crazy, but it’s going to 
be a good time.”
Campus Activities is excited 
about this concert because they 
have been working on bringing it 
to Central for a little over a year. 
“The fi rst encounter with 
Paint U was actually last year 
at a conference in Portland. We 
got the idea that we’d like to do 
it then, but it just didn’t work for 
our timing so this year we went 
with the idea that we would look 
specifi cally at them… we already 
knew that Friday, March 11, was 
our date,” Drummond said. “We 
thought ‘well let’s give this a try 
and see how it goes.’”
According to Ready, there 
is more information about the 
paint party on Central’s Cam-
pus Activities page on Facebook 
along with videos of  past paint 
parties that GlowRage has host-
ed. 
“It’s important to have a stress 
reliever, and I think this is a 
unique way to relieve your stress 
during fi nals week, and it’s fun,” 
Ready said. “ I think it’s going to 
be a really big hit.”
Prepare to be splattered–with paint
Neon paint will be sprayed into the crowd with paint guns at the Paint U event, so wear a white t-shirt. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF CWU PUBLICITY CENTER
When:Friday 
March 11 
Where:SURC 
Ballroom 
Time: 8 p.m.
Price:$8 with 
student ID
Paint U
BY ZAC HERETH
Sports Editor 
Despite beating the school 
record for the 3k run twice this 
year, senior Dani Eggleston has 
her eyes set on one thing: nation-
als.
Earlier this year, Eggleston 
broke the 3k record that was 
previously held by Alicen Mayer, 
and in the Seattle Pacifi c Univer-
sity (SPU) Last Chance meet on 
Feb. 27, she broke her own re-
cord by 10 seconds. 
“My time was only meant to 
get me to nationals; I don’t care 
about beating my own record,” 
Eggleston said.
Eggleston heads into nation-
als ranked 13th in the 3k, with a 
time of  9:39.67.
“We were hoping to get a little 
faster at the conference meet a 
few weeks back, but she had just 
run the distance medley relay,” 
head coach Kevin Adkisson said.
In the distance medley, Egg-
leston ran the mile and helped 
her team beat another school 
record in the GNAC Champion-
ship.
“We don’t have anyone that 
runs the mile, so my coach put 
me in there for speed work,” 
Eggleston said. “It was fun and 
it felt nice to do something faster 
and shorter.”
At the SPU Last Chance 
meet, Eggleston was able to focus 
on the 3k more and had some 
friendly competition from St. 
Martin’s to help keep her moti-
vated.
“There’s another runner 
from St. Martin’s that I’m good 
friends with from high school,” 
Eggleston said. “We talked about 
qualifying beforehand and de-
cided what times we needed and 
that we were going to push each 
other to get them.” 
Both Eggleston and her 
friend, junior Shannon Porter, 
qualifi ed for nationals, and al-
though Eggleston qualifi ed for 
both the 3k and 5k, she’s decided 
to only compete in the 3k.
“I’m only running the 3k be-
cause I have a better chance at 
earning All-American,” Egg-
leston said. “I’m just hoping that 
by only doing one race it’ll leave 
me fresher than other runners so 
that I can hit the top eight.”
Aside from Eggleston, there’s 
only one other runner at the na-
tional championship meet who is 
solely competing in the 3k.
“The race will be a bit slower 
and tactical than usual,” Adkis-
son said. “It’ll be all about her 
being in a good position for the 
fi rst half  of  the race and making 
a decision for when to make a 
move and just go as hard as she 
can to the fi nish line.”
The national competition is 
being held in Pittsburg, Kan., on 
March 11. Eggleston will be the 
only representative from Central.
“I’m not going for a specifi c 
time, I’m going for top eight. So 
if  I’m feeling good around 900 
meters out, I’m just going to go 
for it,” Eggleston said. “I’ll be 
happy with hitting the top eight 
and earning All-American—it’d 
be harder to get faster than that. 
My last goal was to make it to 
nationals, but now that I’ve done 
that, my goal [is to] earn an All-
American honor again.”
Eggleston makes another 
run at nationals
BY MITCHELL JOHNSON
Staff Reporter
The Wildcats’ softball team 
posted a 4-2 record on what was 
a strange week for the team.
They played a doubleheader 
at home Thursday, and as they 
prepared to make a road trip 
to Oregon to open GNAC play, 
their road games were moved 
to Ellensburg due to inclement 
weather.  
“We defi nitely wanted to try 
and get games in, and I saw ear-
lier in the week they were fore-
casting bad weather—it made a 
lot of  sense,” head coach Mike 
Larabee said.
After a 17-day layoff  from 
competition, the Wildcats beat 
Corban University, winning 11-0 
in fi ve innings and 7-4 in the sec-
ond game.
“I think they were a really 
good program, think they were 
17th in the nation in NAIA,” 
Larabee said. “I thought we put 
a crooked number on the board. 
Something we always talk about 
is landing that haymaker.”
The Wildcats were on a 10-
game winning streak, but Con-
cordia University (CU), in their 
fi rst year as a Division II pro-
gram, ended the streak with a 
three-run fi fth inning in the fi rst 
game of  a doubleheader. 
In the second game of  the 
doubleheader, Central was lead-
ing 5-1, but a four-run fi fth in-
ning tied the game, and CU 
tacked on two in the seventh, 
which clinched a 7-6 victory.
“We came out Saturday, and 
we just didn’t play to the level 
we know how,” junior left fi elder 
Sammy Morris said.
Going on a 10-game winning 
streak and losing two games in a 
row can be hard on a team that 
has only lost three games all sea-
son, Larabee said at last Satur-
day’s game.
“I told them we’re the best 
team in this conference, but 
we gotta be excellent and that’s 
something we always talk about. 
We’re not going to have a prob-
lem scoring runs, but we gotta 
make sure to tighten up our de-
fense and we’ll be okay,” Larabee 
said.
Central got back on track the 
next day against Western Oregon 
University, sweeping the Wolves 
in two close games, 7-5 and 7-6. 
Central combined for four home 
runs on Sunday. 
“A lot of  us were pretty frus-
trated with ourselves and how we 
did play on Saturday so I think 
we let that sit in for a minute but 
then we came back the next day 
with a new attitude,” Morris said.
Central plays SFU (14-11 
overall, 5-3 GNAC) Saturday. 
Leading SFU’s off ensive at-
tack is senior Nicole Ratel with 
a .385 batting average and four 
home runs and sophomore in-
Softball steps in the box for big weekend
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Spring 
could be 
Central’s 
time
BY Zac Hereth/Sports Editor
As spring rolls into Ellensburg, 
we know one thing for sure—
there will be wind—but this 
spring may bloom into an excit-
ing sports season for Central. 
Fall brought some excitement 
when the volleyball team made 
its fourth-straight West Regional 
appearance, while an up-and-
down season from both the foot-
ball and soccer teams left some-
thing to be desired.
Winter started to look inter-
esting when both the men’s and 
women’s basketball team ap-
peared poised to contend for a 
GNAC title midway through 
the conference schedule. How-
ever, neither team was quite able 
to get over the hump, and both 
fi nished fi fth in the conference, 
eliminated in the fi rst round of  
the GNAC Tournament.
This spring quarter could be a 
diff erent story.
Softball roaring to hot 
start
New head coach Mike Lara-
bee has Central playing some of  
the best softball in school history. 
The team entered conference 
play the last week at 12-1, on a 
10-game winning streak. 
The streak came to an end on 
Saturday when the Wildcats lost 
both games of  a double-header 
against Concordia University. 
After dropping those games, the 
Wildcats did exactly what they 
needed to do the next day—win. 
Those wins put Central in a 
good position to vault themselves 
See “Spring” on P. 15
Senior Dani Eggleston (#179) will look to keep pace with the top runners in the NCAA Division II this Friday in Pittsburg, Kansas.
COURTESY OF CENTRAL ATHLETICS
Juniors Taylor Ferleman and Sammy Morris bump fists on the diamond.
JORDAN CAMERON/OBSERVER
Team Stats
BA: .333 (2)
SB: 37 (1)
ERA: 2.90 (2)
FLD%: .960 (1)
-numbers in ( ) indicate  
GNAC ranking
See “Softball” on P. 14
National Meet
Where: Pittsburg, KS
When: March 11
Central’s Presence: 
Senior Dani Eggleston 
3,000-meter run
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fi elder Taylor Lundrigan, who is 
hitting .355 with four home runs.
SFU has the second-highest 
ERA in the GNAC. They bring 
in sophomore power pitcher, Alia 
Stachoski, who is 7-3 with a 3.78 
ERA. 
“You gotta be patient, and 
you gotta hit what you’re going 
to get when it comes to the strike 
zone,” Morris said.
On Sunday, Central plays 
WWU (10-8 overall, 5-3 GNAC), 
where the Wildcats are hop-
ing for a better result than last 
season, when the Vikings swept 
them in all four meetings. WWU 
outscored Central 23-8 in four 
games.
One player who gave Central 
trouble last season was sopho-
more pitcher Makinlee Sellevold. 
She limited the Wildcats to three 
runs in 25 innings. This season 
she has a 3-4 record with a 2.35 
ERA. 
“She’s good. I played against 
her for a lot of  years even before 
college. She defi nitely brings it, 
she did a lot for them last year,” 
Morris said. “In my opinion, they 
don’t have much of  a pitching 
staff  past her, so if  we can handle 
her, we’ll be in good shape.”
Off ensively, seniors Alexie 
Levin and Emma Blauser lead 
WWU. Levin is hitting .429 and 
Blauser is hitting .346. 
Central leads WWU in the 
all-time series, 43-32, going back 
to 2003.
From “Softball” on P. 13
BY NATHAN BREWSTER
Staff Reporter
Chalk dust fi lls the air and 
music blasts through the recre-
ation center. 
It’s 3 p.m. and the climbing 
club is about to begin practice. 
The chalk in the air comes from 
the hands of  the climbers. They 
use it to gain a better grip of  the 
handles as they practice diff erent 
techniques to navigate the wall.
Taylor Wehr, a junior, is one 
of  the many members involved 
who has found another home 
every Monday and Friday after-
noon. 
“I was hesitant to do it at fi rst 
because I didn’t think I was good 
enough,” Wehr said. “I’ve done it 
before though and you can start 
at any level you want whether it 
is beginner or advanced. Now, I 
am in the open level, which is the 
hardest.” 
AJ Harpring, the current club 
president, sees this as an oppor-
tunity to not only do something 
he loves but build relationships 
moving forward. 
“The bonds I have made with 
my teammates are very strong,” 
says Harpring. “We usually be-
come good friends within the 
fi rst few weeks. As an incoming 
freshman, it was awesome to see 
how quickly I was accepted.”
The club has come a long way 
since its original fi ve members 
started the club when the rock 
wall was unveiled. In the past 
couple of  years, the club has seen 
substantial growth.
“The [climbing] community 
is getting bigger,” Wehr said. 
“For half  of  our group to be in-
coming freshmen, it bodes well 
for our future.” 
Central’s climbing club is one 
of  12 in the National Coalition 
of  Certifi cation Centers (NC3) 
Northwest collegiate climbing 
circuit. The team will be travel-
ing to Eugene, Ore. on March 12 
for a NC3 competition.
“It’s a lot of  fun,” Wehr said. 
“All of  the schools go to one 
school, and we just compete. We 
compete from all diff erent places 
in Washington, Oregon and Ida-
ho.” 
While most sports have an 
easy way to determine who wins 
and who loses, the NC3 climbing 
circuit implements a more com-
plicated scoring system. 
“It all revolves around certain 
paths. Diff erent routes get you 
diff erent points and the top fi ve 
routes are counted,” Wehr said. 
“There is marked tape with dif-
ferent colors and numbers so 
when you go a certain route, you 
try and pile up as much points as 
you can.” 
While it may seem an easy 
concept to wrap your head 
around, it’s a lot harder to actu-
ally do it. 
“You have to constantly keep 
competing,” Wehr said. “You 
develop amazing fi nger strength 
and, if  you give up for even a lit-
tle bit, you lose that raw strength 
that you worked so hard to get.” 
Before the climbing club, 
Wehr and Harpring had many 
diff erent things that defi ned 
them, but since being a part of  
the club is has become part of  
their DNA. 
“Climbing wasn’t as big in my 
life, but now this is something I 
can fall back on,” Wehr said.
Harpring sees the climbing 
club as more than just something 
to do on the weekends.
“The climbing club has been 
two things,” Harpring said. 
“First, it is an opportunity to 
work out that is diff erent than 
just lifting weights... Secondly, 
climbing club has been a place to 
meet a lot of  people and become 
part of  a group here at Central.”
Club feature: Central climbing
Junior Allison Newcomb works her way up Central’s climbing wall.
JORDAN CAMERON/OBSERVER
Climbing Practice
When: Mon. & Fri. 
3-5 p.m.
Where: SURC 
climbing wall
Requirements: No 
experience needed
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An evening with MARCUS MONROE
comedy juggling fire
THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2016
8 PM, SURC BALLROOM
FREE ADMISSION
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. 
For accommodation, contact Campus 
Life at 509-963-1691 or DS@cwu.edu
CAMPUS ACT IV IT IES  PRESENTS
The ROCK STAR 
of JUGGLERS“ ”
Andy Kaufmann award winner
– New York Press
A  C A M P U S  A C T I V I T I E S  E V E N T
3 .1 1 .1 6   S U R C  B A L L R O O M  8 -1 1  P M
$ 8  O N  S A L E  N O W      C W U. E D U/ T I C K E T S
Sponsored by Campus Activities. CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu or 509.963.1450
W I T H  C W U  S T U D E N T  I . D .
W W W . G L O W R A G E . C O M
up to the top of  the conference 
when they face the two teams in 
front of  them in the standings, 
Western Washington University 
and Simon Fraser University, this 
weekend at home. 
Larabee has pushed his phi-
losophy of  pitching and defense 
early in the season, and his team 
has responded to that message. 
The Wildcats lead the GNAC 
.962 fi elding percentage and are 
second in the conference with a 
2.51 ERA. Junior Kianna Wood 
looks like a contender for GNAC 
Pitcher of  the Year.
Baseball fi nding their 
swing
After dropping their fi rst three 
games while only averaging 2.3 
runs per contest, the Wildcats 
are fi nally heating up at the plate. 
They sit on top of  the GNAC 
with a 3-1 record after one week 
of  conference play.
The Wildcats have won fi ve 
of  their last seven games, scoring 
7.3 runs per game on average.
Central opened up confer-
ence play by taking three out 
of  four games from last year’s 
conference champion Montana 
State University Billings.
The Wildcats’ pitching staff 
has been strong early, post-
ing a 3.35 ERA—second in the 
GNAC. And their off ensive turn-
around happened without any 
big performances by last year’s 
GNAC Newcomer of  the Year, 
senior Darren Honeysett.
If  his bat gets hot at the top 
of  Central’s batting order, Hon-
eysett is capable of  being the best 
leadoff  hitter in the conference.
After a disappointing sea-
son last year, Central could be 
the darkhorse candidate to win 
the conference, which has been 
dominated by Western Oregon 
University for over a decade.
A four-game series in Mon-
mouth, Ore., to close out the 
season may decide who wins the 
conference championship this 
year. 
Rugby, we’re good at it
Both Central’s men’s and 
women’s rugby teams have post-
ed a 10-2 record throughout the 
school year and will be contend-
ers for the national champion-
ships in 7’s and 15’s play. 
The women fi nished runner-
up for both titles after falling to 
Penn State University in both 
matches. The men have been a 
threat on the national stage for 
quite awhile now.
Unfortunately, there will only 
be a few chances to watch both 
teams in Ellensburg this spring. 
On April 2 and 9 the teams 
will play double-headers, the 
women playing at 11 a.m. and 
the men at 1 p.m. The women 
also have a home match on April 
16.
Rugby might not be the most 
popular sport in America, but El-
lensburg features two of  the na-
tion’s best collegiate teams. 
From “Spring” on P. 13
On Monday, quarterback 
Peyton Manning announced his 
retirement from the NFL after 
18 seasons with the Indianapolis 
Colts and Denver Broncos.
Manning joins cornerback 
Charles Woodson in retirement, 
both entered the league in 1998 
and are leaving as, no doubt, 
Hall of  Famers.
No matter the opinions on 
Manning and his career, his last-
ing eff ect on the NFL is not up 
for debate. Manning will leave 
the sport as its all-time leader in 
nearly every signifi cant category 
for a quarterback.
Manning participated in four 
Super Bowls, winning MVP of  
Super Bowl XLI in a win against 
the Chicago Bears in 2006. 
He won the Super Bowl again 
this past season with the Den-
ver Broncos, a team that took 
a chance on him after multiple 
neck surgeries that put his career 
in jeopardy.
These victories bookend two 
Super Bowl losses, including one 
that led to the Seahawks receiv-
ing their fi rst championship.
Contrary to Manning’s legacy, 
Seattle will remember Manning 
choking in a cold weather game 
in February.
On Feb. 2, 2014, Super Bowl 
XLVIII began in freezing condi-
tions at Metlife Stadium in East 
Rutherford, N.J. On the fi rst play 
under center, Denver Broncos 
center Manny Ramirez snapped 
the ball over Manning’s right 
shoulder, which ended in a safe-
ty that stands as the fastest fi rst 
score in Super Bowl history.
After that play, the Seahawks 
ran away with the game behind a 
stellar defense and well-executed 
off ense, winning 43-8.
This Super Bowl was also 
considered the beginning of  a 
dynasty for the Seattle Seahawks, 
a new successful era in Seattle 
sports, championed by a unique 
style of  play.
Another all-time great quar-
terback, Tom Brady, who was 
on the last team to have a true 
dynasty from 2001-2005, put an 
end to the dynasty talk by defeat-
ing the Seahawks in Super Bowl 
XLIX 28-24 to end the 2014 sea-
son.
A team with similar style ap-
peared this season when the 
Carolina Panthers emulated the 
Seahawks’ model of  success.
They had a stout defense of  
elite athletes, an athletic quar-
terback and a head coach who 
allowed “the dab” to become a 
national sensation.
They were considered the fa-
vorites to win the Super Bowl all 
throughout a 15-1 regular sea-
son, plowing their way through 
the playoff s to reach Super Bowl 
50.
On the other side of  the coun-
try, the Denver Broncos built a 
team that modeled the Seahawks’ 
defensive superiority from Super 
Bowl XLVIII.
This defense-fi rst team 
reached the Super Bowl with 
Peyton Manning still at quarter-
back, through a season where he 
lost his starting job only to regain 
it in the week before the playoff s.
The Super Bowl ended 24-10, 
with Manning holding his second 
Lombardi Trophy. He was car-
ried by his teammates through 
the game just as John Elway, the 
last great Broncos QB, was in Su-
per Bowl XXXII after the 1997 
season.
Congratulations to you, Pey-
ton Manning, on a historic ca-
reer. 
Thank you for helping end the 
35-year championship drought 
in Seattle and being at the fore-
front of  great sportsmanship and 
performance the better part of  
my lifetime.
Manning’s legacy more than numbers
BY Ryan Kinker/Sta  Reporter
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BY AUSTIN BENNETT
Assistant Sports Editor
Central’s men’s basketball 
team essentially road a seesaw 
all season with the way things 
turned out at the GNAC tourna-
ment.
The Wildcats suff ered an 
agonizing defeat to Seattle Pa-
cifi c University (SPU) in the fi rst 
round of  tournament play, 65-
69.  
With the game tied 65-65, 
SPU hit a 3-pointer with .6 sec-
onds left on the clock, giving 
Central just enough time to get a 
shot off  to tie it.
However, someone from Cen-
tral’s bench called a timeout 
when it didn’t have one. For this, 
the Wildcats received a technical, 
sending SPU to the line to at-
tempt a single shot. SPU hit the 
lone free throw, ending the Wild-
cats’ chances for overtime and 
their season. 
Heartbreak would be the best 
cliché to describe this season for 
the Wildcats.
It’s easy to look back on the 
heartaches, but there were some 
fl ashes of  a championship-cali-
ber team throughout the season:
High No. 1: Seniority 
Central came into its 2015-16 
campaign with fi ve seniors, in-
cluding three returning starters. 
The Wildcats big three were se-
nior forward Joseph Stroud and 
senior guards Joey Roppo and 
Gary Jacobs. 
They were seemingly per-
fect combination of  players on 
a basketball team: Stroud could 
do everything as a big man; play 
defense, score and rebound. Ja-
cobs does a little bit of  everything 
to help a team succeed: he gets 
rebounds, scores points, makes 
hustle plays and can guard al-
most anyone. Roppo was the 
team’s sharpshooter, as he was 
the most dangerous from beyond 
the arc. 
Even with a senior laden 
team, the Wildcats were picked 
to fi nish fi fth in the GNAC before 
the season began. 
“I think that’s highly disre-
spectful, to call us fi fth. I know we 
didn’t have a spectacular tourna-
ment last year, but fi fth, I don’t 
take too kindly to that,” Stroud 
said before the season began. 
Low No. 1: Couldn’t turn 
off  the northern lights
The Wildcats opened up 
GNAC play against the Alaska 
schools early in the season. Cen-
tral was oozing with confi dence 
after winning its fi rst four games 
of  the season with sizable mar-
gins of  victory.
Central got a rude awaken-
ing traveling to Alaska, as they 
lost both games by an average 
margin of  32.5 points per game, 
missing out on the opportunity to 
tip off  the season atop the GNAC 
standings. 
High No. 2: Upsetting 
number three in the country
Luckily, Central had winter 
break to heal the wounds it re-
ceived after the mauling it took 
from the Seawolves and Na-
nooks. 
After coming back from 
break, the Wildcats faced off  with 
Western Oregon University.
Central beat the Wolves 81-77 
by way of  its bench. Freshman 
guard Naim Ladd led the team in 
scoring with 17, and sophomore 
forward Drake Rademacher was 
second in scoring with 15. 
Low No. 2: Not securing 
the second seed
Central had the opportunity 
late in the season to snag the sec-
ond seed in the GNAC tourna-
ment. The Wildcats just needed 
two wins out of  the Alaska 
schools.
Central’s last two games 
were at home and the fi rst came 
against the University of  Alaska 
(UA).
The Wildcats failed to even 
give themselves a chance at the 
second seed in the GNAC, as 
they were run out of  their own 
gym by UA, losing by 21 points. 
“Their big guys kicked our big 
guys’ tails, their guards kicked 
our guards’ tails,” said head 
coach Greg Sparling after the 
loss to UA. 
Low No. 3: Losing to a ri-
val
It goes without saying that los-
ing to your rival on the biggest 
stage of  the year is probably the 
one that hurts the most. 
Central lost to rival Western 
Washington University (WWU) 
on ROOT Sports, 84-89. Yes, 
there was a questionable call at 
the end of  the game and Central 
almost made an extraordinary 
comeback. 
“It’s hard to come back from 
21, it’s nuts,” Jacobs said. “You 
got to take that and just continue 
to improve.”
High No. 3: Winning on 
senior night
The University of  Alaska An-
chorage (UAA) came into Cen-
tral’s senior night with its own 
chance of  taking the No. 2 seed 
heading into the GNAC tourna-
ment. 
Central’s seniors had other 
plans as they beat UAA 88-81 in 
their fi nal game of  the season. 
Stroud led the team in scoring 
with 26 point on that night. 
Seasons in review  
Senior guard Joey Roppo gets up for a blocked shot in Central’s 71-92 loss to the University of Alaska.
BRITTANY ALLEN/OBSERVER
Three highs, lows of the 
men’s basketball season
Three highs, lows in womenʼs basketball
BY ZAC HERETH
Sports Editor
Although Central’s women’s 
basketball team was knocked out 
in the fi rst round of  the GNAC 
tournament last Thursday, this 
year was the team’s best season 
in nearly a decade. 
The Wildcats, 17-12 overall 
and 10-10 in conference play, 
had their fi rst winning record 
since the 2006-07 season, when 
they went 17-10 overall.
The team will graduate four 
seniors this year—three of  them 
are post players—but Central 
will return a strong backcourt 
highlighted by the last two 
GNAC Freshman of  the Year, 
sophomore Jasmin Edwards and 
freshman Mandy Steward.
Here are three highs and lows 
of  the 2015-16 season:
High No. 1: Invading Vi-
king territory
For the fi rst time since 2008, 
the Wildcats beat rival Western 
Washington University on the 
road. 
Central’s top players came up 
big when it mattered as Edwards 
had 20 points and 6 assists and 
senior forward Jasmine Parker 
had 15 points, 7 rebounds, 5 
blocks and 4 assists. 
Parker’s “energy in the hud-
dle, the things she’s brought to 
the team, the things she said on 
and off  the fl oor, on the bench 
and in the huddle really willed 
her team to win that game,” head 
coach Jeff  Harada said after the 
game. “She wasn’t gonna let her 
team lose that game.”
The win marked the fi rst win 
over the Vikings for Central’s se-
nior class. 
“In the locker room [after 
the game, Parker and I] kind of  
stare at each other, and we just 
both break down crying because 
it was so emotional,” senior for-
ward India Matheson said in an 
interview about her teammate.
Low No. 1: Wildcats 
drop fi ve straight down the 
stretch
Central’s women looked as if  
they were ready to battle it out 
with the top of  the conference 
after a fi ve-game winning streak 
had the team at 8-4 in GNAC 
play.
The team would go on to lose 
fi ve-straight games in an impor-
tant stretch of  the season, which 
dropped the team to 8-9 in con-
ference play.
Though the Wildcats dropped 
the fi rst four games of  the stretch 
to teams that would make the 
GNAC Tournament, the losing-
streak was capped with a two-
point loss at home to a Concor-
dia University (CU) team that 
went 6-22 on the season.
High No. 2: Wildcats win 
fi ve straight
The Wildcats catapulted 
themselves into the thick of  the 
GNAC race in late January when 
they rode  a fi ve-game winning 
streak into the month of  Febru-
ary. 
They gave up just 47 points 
per game during the stretch and 
outscored opponents by an aver-
age of  16.2 points per game.
The stretch was highlighted 
by a couple of  standout perfor-
mances. 
Against CU, Parker scored 27 
points to go with 11 rebounds 
and 4 blocks.
Steward notched her fi rst 
20-point game as a Wildcat and 
added fi ve steals while coming off  
the bench against Seattle Pacifi c 
University.
Low No. 2: Alaska An-
chorage handles Central
Coming off  one of  the pro-
gram’s biggest wins in a decade, 
the women had a chance to put 
themselves on the Division II 
basketball map.
The University of  Alaska An-
chorage (UAA) came into Nich-
olson Pavilion ranked second in 
the nation and showed the Wild-
cats why.
“They’re just physical. They 
play the passing games well, they 
read it well, they have guards 
with really quick hands, they 
really take passing lanes away,” 
Harada said after the game.
Central was only able to score 
fi ve points in the fi rst quarter.
Parker and Edwards were held 
to just eight points combined on 
2-of-14 shooting.
Low No. 3: Wildcats go 
home on fi rst day of  confer-
ence tournament
Central entered the GNAC 
Tournament seeded fi fth and 
needed to take home a tourna-
ment title to make the NCAA 
Division II West Regional. 
Central battled in a close 
game and they went into the half  
tied, but the Wildcats couldn’t 
outshoot Simon Fraser Universi-
ty, the GNAC’s leader in 3-point 
shooting.
The Clan shot 9-of-17 from 
the three while Central was only 
able to hit 5-of-21 opportunities.
High No.3: Seniors leave 
on a high-note
Central fi nished the regular 
season by beating Montana State 
University Billings (MSUB) 69-
55 on senior night.
The win ended the Yellow 
Jackets hope at getting the No. 2 
seed and a fi rst-round bye in the 
GNAC Tournament. 
The seniors combined for 38 
points, 14 rebounds and 6 steals 
against an MSUB team that 
made it to the NCAA Division II 
West Regional.
It was the program’s fi rst win 
on senior night since 2012.
Senior Melanie Valdez drives to the hoop in Central’s final home game.
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Award Winners
Second Team All-GNAC:
Senior forward Jasmine 
Parker & sophomore 
guard Jasmin Edwards
Freshman of the Year: 
Freshman guard Mandy 
Steward
Award Winners
Defensive Player of the Year: 
Senior forward Joseph Stroud
Second Team All-GNAC: 
Stroud
Honorable Mention All-GNAC: 
Senior guard Gary Jacobs
